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Devon Local Transport Plan - Scheme for Formal Approval  
Station Road, Ilfracombe to Lee Bridge, Mortehoe Cycleway Upgrade 
 
Report of the Area Engineer (North)  

 
Recommendations: It is recommended that: 
(a)  the scheme shown on drawing no. MAIN(N)626/0 for the upgrading of the existing 

National Cycle Network Route 27 from Station Road, Ilfracombe to Lee Bridge, 
Mortehoe to a surfaced to a width of two and a half metres wide shared use 
pedestrian and cycle route is approved; 

(b)  the route be surfaced as detailed in drawing no WOEC/4 with an estimated cost of 
£46,000 including design and supervision. 

 
1. Summary 
 
This report seeks approval to the upgrading of the existing cycleway which is part of the National 
Cycleway Network.  
 
2. Introduction 
 
This cycleway is part on the National Cycle Network Route 27, Ilfracombe to Plymouth coast to 
coast route. The section under consideration runs along the part of the former Barnstaple to 
Ilfracombe railway line. 
 
3. Current Situation 
 
This route provides a link between the urban settlement of Ilfracombe to the coastal villages of 
Woolacombe and Mortehoe. The cycleway is subject to standing water and vegetation 
encroaching onto the surface which is hard to manage. 
 
4. Proposals 
 
It is proposed to use surface dressing over recycled road planings to provide a two and a half 
metre wide firm surface on the line of the existing cycleway. Surface water will be directed away 
from the surface. This design has been used extensively on the upgrading of the Tarka Trail from 
Braunton to Bideford.  
 
5. Financial Considerations 
 
The estimated cost of the scheme is £46,000.  It is proposed that the scheme is to be funded 
through the local access improvement element of the Towns, Villages and Rural Communities 
Programme. 

Please note that the following recommendations are subject to consideration and 
determination by the Committee before taking effect. 



6. Alternative Options Considered 
 
The option of resurfacing the cycleway in normal surfacing materials would not be viable due to 
the amount of additional works that would be required which would increase the cost. In addition 
this method of construction is in keeping with the other cycleways in the locality. 
 
7.  Reasons for Reaching the Recommendation 
 
A number of complaints have been received at the Area Engineer (North) office on the condition 
of the surface. This option will prove the most economical to provide a suitable surface. 
 
8. Sustainability Considerations 
 
The use of road planings from resurfacing schemes in North Devon will ensure the material is 
recycled rather than going to landfill. On completion of these works the maintenance of the 
surface and gaining access for the maintenance of the vegetation the will be greatly improved. 
The improvement will make it more attractive to walkers and cyclists encouraging an increase in 
leisure and commuter usage between the market town of Ilfracombe and the holiday villages of 
Mortehoe and Woolacombe. 
 
9.  Legal Considerations 
 
None. 
 
10.  Equality Considerations 
 
The improvement of the surface of the trail will improve accessibility to all users. 
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